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This is a self-guided tour of the publicly accessible BIG Trees of Carroll County, 
produced for the benefit of the citizens of Maryland to promote interest in visiting 
some of the most impressive examples of trees in our county.  One cannot help but 
feel a respect and reverence for large trees when in their presence.  To know that 
some of these trees were alive before the United States became a sovereign nation is 
both awe inspiring and humbling.  Trees, and forests in particular, are an integral 
and vital component of the web of life.  Without them, much of which we take for 
granted would not exist.  By consuming carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
combining it with water, nitrogen, and energy from the sun, they grow and 
reproduce.  In return, they release oxygen into the atmosphere so that other life 
forms can use it to utilize the energy stored in carbon compounds consumed as food 
(some of which come directly from trees).  These life forms then respirate carbon 
dioxide back into the atmosphere to complete one of the many wonderful cycles that 
sustain the web of life.

Whether looking for a place to spend some relaxing recreational time outdoors, or 
just seeking a curious diversion, use this guide to help you locate and admire not 
only the trees highlighted herein, but also to help you find places of solace, and to 
explore public areas you may not have otherwise visited.  We encourage you to seek 
out, appreciate, and enjoy what nature has to offer.  A walk in the woods can be 
soothing to the soul.  We encourage you to share your experiences and discoveries 
with others. Who knows, you may "discover" a notably large specimen previously 
unnoticed by others that deserves recognition and addition to the Maryland Big Tree 
Program's data base, accessible on-line at: https://www.mdbigtrees.org/.  There you 
will find a listing of the largest trees of each species in Maryland, both public and 
privately owned, as well as nomination forms to add trees to the data base so that 
others may enjoy them.  We would appreciate any and all feedback you can provide, 
not only on this guide, but also on other aspects and activities of the Carroll County 
Forest Conservancy District Board and the Maryland Big Tree Program.
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https://carrollcountyforestryboard.com/

Cover photo: BT-2620, at 149 ft., this privately owned Yellow-Poplar is currently Carroll 
County’s tallest tree on record. (Maryland Big Tree Program website)
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Tour Summary

Tree Species 
(Common Name)

Nearest Town Address GPS 
Coordinates

Shellbark Hickory Marriottsville McKeldin Entrance, 
Patapsco State Park

N39.359321 
W76.887326

Yellow-poplar Marriottsville North McKeldin Area, 
Patapsco State Park

N39.36064 
W76.93427

American Sycamore Eldersburg Old Liberty Road and Gera 
Way

N39.414779 
W76.981571

American Basswood New Windsor 500 Main Street N39.545330 
W77.103098

Hinoki Cypress New Windsor 500 Main Street N39.545376 
W77.103367

American Basswood, Westminster 1838 Emerald Hill Lane N39.574767 
W76.992628

Ginkgo Westminster 1838 Emerald Hill Lane N39.575369 
W76.991872

Honey Locust Westminster 1838 Emerald Hill Lane N39.575795 
W76.992282

Flowering Dogwood Westminster 1838 Emerald Hill Lane N39.575142 
W76.991880

Northern Pecan Westminster Dutterer Family Park N39.583479 
W76.998057

Shagbark Hickory Westminster Hashawha Road N39.64895 
W76.99682

White Oak Manchester 3184 Church Street, N39.66125 
W76.88261

Saucer Magnolia Hampstead Leister Park, Black Rock 
Road

N39.607262 
W76.844985

Chinese Elm Hampstead Hampstead Lions Club Park N39.60848 
W76.84610

Black Cherry Hampstead Hampstead Lions Club Park N39.609032 
W76.842985

Northern Catalpas Westminster Mount Union Cemetery, 
1046-1124 Gorsuch Road

N39.60564 
W76.909761 
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Tour Guide Map
This map shows the approximate locations of the publicly accessible Big Trees 

described herein.  We have listed the trees in order along the route suggested on this 
map, starting at the southernmost location.  However, it is not meant to indicate any 
necessary order to follow when searching for and visiting trees, only to show their 
relative locations so that you may plan your own route.  Visit just one, a few, or all of 
them, in one outing or over multiple days.  Make your own adventure, but most of all,
have fun!  And be sure to look for new specimens worth nominating.  (map: Google 
MapsTM)
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1. BT-3493.  Shellbark Hickory (Carya laciniosa)- County Champion; 148 
pts.
Circumference 59 in; Height: 76 ft; Spread: 52 ft.
Owner: Patapsco Valley State Park
Address: McKeldin Entrance, Marriottsville
GPS Coordinates: N39.359321 W76.887326
ADA Accessible

Follow the McKeldin area
entrance from Marriotsville Rd.
After the Ranger Station bear
right, and go about 600 feet,
about 1/2 of the way around
the loop road.  This tree will be
about 20 feet from the right
side of the road.
The shellbark hickory tree is

very sturdy despite its shaggy
looking bark. The tree bears
nuts that are known for being
the largest of all hickory nuts
and sweet.  These nuts are
only produced for 10-12 years
of the tree's life.  Shellbark
Hickories can be distinguished
from their similar cousins,
Shagbark Hickories (see BT-
3952, p. 20), by their larger
buds, hairy orange twigs, and
larger fruit (~2" in diam.) with
thicker husks.  They also
mostly have 7 leaflets per leaf,
as opposed to 5 leaflets on the
Shagbarks.

1

County Champion Shellbark Hickory at Patapsco State 
Park.
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Close up of shaggy Shellbark Hickory bark. (Missouri Dept. 
of Conservation)

Figure by Paul Nelson, Missouri Dept. of Conservation.



2. BT-2879.  Yellow-poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera); 334 pts.
Circumference 202 in; Height 107 ft; Spread 99 ft.
Owner: Patapsco Valley State Park
Address: Patapsco State Park, North McKeldin area, Sykesville
GPS Coordinates- N39.36064 W76.93427

Getting to this tree requires hiking along a primitive trail about 1/2 mile long.  
Directions for parking and finding it are given on the next page.
Also called Tuliptree, Tulip Magnolia, and Whitewood, Yellow-poplars are a member 

of the Magnolia Family.  This is a beautiful tree located on the edge of a field.  Yellow-
poplars are known as being one of the tallest hardwood trees in the North American 
continent and for having a perfectly straight trunk, usually without lower branches 
when growing close to other trees.  This particular specimen obviously matured 
without competition, evidenced by its extensive lower branches.  Did you know that 
branch points do not move up as a tree grows in height?  They remain the same 
distance from the ground throughout the tree's lifetime.  The Tulip Poplar is named 
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BT-2879 and Geary Schwemmer.BT-2879 with Sharon Schwemmer and Jett.



after the lily-like flower it produces in mid-spring. It generally grows 80-100 feet tall.  
Other identifying keys can be found on the following pages.  In the Southeastern part
of the United States the trees are known for how well they held up against Hurricane 
Hugo in 1989. 
BT-2879 can be found by following the trail indicated by the solid white line in the 

map below.  From Arrington Road, turn onto Gorsuch Switch Road and go straight to
the dead end and park near the Park trail entrance sign (there is only room for a 
couple of small cars). Enter the field on the east side of the road and staying on the 
west side of the field, hike north for about 500 feet, then head east near the end of 
the tree line along the road.  Alternatively, one can walk back up Gorsuch Switch to 
the end of the tree line and turn right into the field and pick up the trail where it 
heads east.  After several hundred feet the trail turns south around the woods.  In 
another 500 feet, the trail starts downhill and curves east.  You will pass one large 
Yellow-poplar just inside the edge of the woods on your right.  BT-2879 is a couple 
hundred feet further down hill, also on your right.  The total distance one-way is 
about 1/2 mile, and has some moderate, but not difficult slopes.  Note - Google 
MapsTM produces the incorrect address 5120 South Street, Arbutus when you enter 
the GPS coordinates, however, it does show the correct geographic location.
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Trail from the end of Gorsuch Switch Road to BT-2879 is the solid 
white line.  North is up in this photo (Google MapsTM).

BT-2879

PARK



https://www.treehugger.com/identifying-the-yellow-poplar-tree-1343175 
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Fruit remnants late fall, early winter. Photo by Mike 
Ostrowski (Maryland Biodiversity Project).

Photo of Yellow-poplar leaves and flower by Nancy 
Magnusson. (Maryland Biodiversity Project) 

Photo of the the Yellow-poplar 
bark.

https://www.treehugger.com/identifying-the-yellow-poplar-tree-1343175


3. BT-2438.  American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis); 346 pts.
Circumference 214 in; Height 107 ft; Spread 99 ft.
Owner: Maryland State Highway Administration
Address: Intersection of Old Liberty Road and Gera Way, Eldersburg
GPS Coordinates: N39.414779 W76.981571
ADA Accessible

This tree is located on the right of way of Old Liberty Road, which parallels Liberty 
Rd (MD Rt. 26) on the west bound side.  There is room to park a car on Gera Way.  It 
grows on a steep slope, so watch your footing if you try to get close enough to touch.
Fast growing and multi-century longevity make Sycamores one of, if not the largest 

tree species of the eastern United
States. Currently, the 3 largest trees
in Maryland and 3 of the 10 largest
trees in Carroll County are American
Sycamores.  There are 3 species of
the family of Sycamores native to
North America, along with one
commonly cultivated exotic hybrid,
the London Planetree.  Only the
American Sycamore and the hybrid
are found east of the Mississippi.
Sycamores are easily identifiable any
time of year by their distinctive
creamy-white bark with flakey,
reddish-brown patches on the
surface. Their fruit is also very
distinctive. Called achenes, they are
dry fuzzy spheres that retain their
seeds. Mature fruit are about 1.25” in
diameter that dangle at the end of a
5" stalk.  Sycamores are often
abundant on alluvial soils near
streams and lakes and in moist
ravines, sometimes on uplands, and
sometimes on limestone soils. They
are often cultivated in parks, large
gardens, and as street trees. Native
Americans used Platanus occidentalis
for a variety of medicinal purposes,
including cold and cough remedies,
as well as dietary, dermatological,
gynecological, respiratory, and
gastrointestinal aids.

6

BT-2438 as sunset approaches.
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BT-2438 is a multi-stemmed tree, considered to be two 
trees sharing a single root mass. The larger, 
westernmost trunk divides into two leaders above 4.5 ft 
and was measured at the narrowest point below where 
the two trunks are fused and above the point the second 
tree fuses to them. (photo credit: Dori Murphy)

Sycamore leaves and achenes.  Credit: 
Getty Images/iStockphoto.



4. BT-2193.  American Basswood (Tilia americana)- County Champion; 
255 pts.
Circumference 148 in; Height 86 ft; Spread 84 ft.
Owner: Springdale Preparatory School 
Address: 500 Main Street, New Windsor
GPS Coordinates: N39.545330 W77.103098

Park in front of or next to the Administration Building, then walk about 200 ft east 
of the building.  This tree is located about 1/3rd of the way up the hill between S 
Springdale Ave and the main
building.
Basswoods, also known as

Lindens (genus Tilia), are
members of the Mallow
family.  Tilia americana is
the only species of Lindens
native to North America,
although several others are
widely cultivated and only
distinguishable by small
average differences in leaf
size, shape, and hairiness,
and details of the flowers
and fruit  All of them
hybridize, and cultivated
Lindens in particular, can be
difficult to identify.
Basswood is soft, strong,
and stable, known for its
usefulness when hand
carving models and musical
instruments.   The inner
bark can be used for making
ropes and weaving items
such as baskets. The tree is
very tolerant to urban areas,
so it is often planted as a
shade tree in residential
areas. American Basswoods
have very fragrant flowers
that produce abundant
amounts of nectar which is
why they are sometimes
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This view of BT-2193 is seen looking south, toward S. 
Springdale Ave.  Note the deadwood in the top of the 
crown.  Deadwood is inlcuded in MBTP measurements as
long as it is still attached to the tree.  photo: Joli 
McCathran)



known as bee trees or honey trees.  They also provide good habitat for songbirds and 
blue jays.
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181 
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/american-basswood-american-
linden
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The bark of young Basswoods is
smooth, but mature trees 
develop a dark bark with 
interlaced furrows and ridges.

Basswood leaves are similar to those of
Mulberries, but are never lobed.  About 
7" across, they are heart shaped with 
toothed edges.  The flowers hang below
a leafy bract in early summer, with a 
cluster of 1/4" nuts ripening in the fall 
(see bottom figure).

Artwork - Paul Nelson, Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/american-basswood-american-linden
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/american-basswood-american-linden
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181


5. BT-1544.  Hinoki Cypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa)- State Champion; 
205 pts.
Circumference 116 in; Height 79 ft; Spread 41 ft.
Owner: Springdale Preparatory School
Address: 500 Main Street, New Windsor
GPS Coordinates: N39.545376 W77.103367

This tree is located on a grassy hillside about 150 ft. east of the administration 
building, about 80 ft. WNW of the American Basswood BT-2193.
Hinoki Cypress is a native Japanese species widely cultivated in the U.S. and has 

been reported to be locally naturalized.  It is a member of the genus Chamaecyparis, 
known as False Cypress.  They differ from true cypress trees mainly by their much 
smaller cones that mature in one season, and flat sprays of twigs. This specimen is a 
double leader.  Because the leaders are completely fused up to 4.5 ft., the 
circumference includes both at that
height.  The many cultivars and
ability of Chamaecyparis to hybridize
in the wild with other cypress and
false-cypress or arborvitae species can
make identification of a particular tree
extremely difficult and confounding
even to botanists familiar with these
trees.
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BT-1544 is one of only three Hinoki Cypress in 
the Maryland Big Tree registry. (photo: Joli 
McCathran)

The bark of cypress trees is 
reddish, rough, and fibrous.



6. BT-3677.  American Basswood (Tilia americana); 237pts.
Circumference 132 in; Height 89 ft; Spread 64 ft.
Owner: City of Westminster, Carroll County Visitor Center
Address: 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.574767 W76.992628
ADA Accessible
Park either in the Visitor Center parking on Emerald Hill Lane, or the large public 

parking lot between the Visitor Center and the Longwell public parking garage.  This 
tree is near the northwest corner of the large parking lot.  Strolling around the 
grounds of the Visitor's Center you will find many good examples of tree species.  
This guide lists the four of that are on the Maryland Big Tree Registry.  See how 
many other tree species you can identify.
The Basswood is the only species of Linden trees native to North America.  Three 

other species (Littleleaf, Large-leaf, and Silver) native to Europe and Asia are also 
widely cultivated here.  Basswood is 
soft and is known for its usefulness 
when hand carving. The inner bark 
can be used for making ropes and 
weaving items such as baskets. The 
tree is very tolerant of urban 
environments, so it is often planted as 
a shade tree in residential areas.  See 
BT-2193 (p. 8) for more keys to 
identifying Basswoods.
https://www.treehugger.com/

american-basswood-landscape-tree-
1343181
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BT-3677 is located on the grassy hill between 
the large public parking lot and the driveway 
on the south corner of the Visitor Center. (photo:
Joli McCathran)

https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181
https://www.treehugger.com/american-basswood-landscape-tree-1343181


7. BT-3676.  Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)- County Champion;  228 pts.
Circumference 124 in; Height 84 ft; Spread 79 ft.
Owner: City of Westminster, Carroll County Visitor
Center
Address: 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.575369 W76.991872
ADA accessibility weather dependent on ground
condition.
This tree is located about 120 ft from the parking

area in front of the building on Emerald Hill Lane,
in the middle of a group of trees just uphill past the
Memorial Garden containing 2 weeping purple
beech trees.
The Gingko's distinctive fan-shaped leaves and

twig structure make it easy to identify.  It is one of
the planet's longest surviving species of trees,
fossils of which date to 200 million years ago.
However, it is almost extinct in the wild, with a native range now restricted to remote 
mountain valleys in China.  It is widely planted as an ornamental, having a natural 
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Note the short stubby twigs each 
supporting 3 fan shaped leaves. 
(Getty Images)

Photo of BT-3676 by Sharon 
Schwemmer.Photo of BT-3676 by Joli McCathran.



resistance to disease, bright yellow fall leaves, and an unusual crown shape.  They 
occur as male and female trees, the seeds of which emit a vomit-like odor when 
bruised or crushed.  The seeds, minus the fleshy covering however, are edible and 
sold in ethnic markets as "silver almonds" or "white nuts."  Birds and raccoons have 
also been known to eat and disperse them.
Although western scientific studies have not
found any evidence of ginkgo in treating
ailments for which it has been used for
centuries in traditional Chinese medicine,
there exists a large market for dietary
substances derived from Ginkgo leaves and
seeds.  The leaves and sarcotesta (fleshy outer
portion of the seeds) contain ginkgolic acids, a
known allergen.  People with strong allergic
reactions to poison ivy, mangos, or cashews
should avoid consuming or handling ginkgo
plant materials or products.
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Ginkgo biloba trees are easy to identify in winter by 
their many short twig spurs along the branches. 
(image credit: DigitalCommons @ College of DuPage)

The seeds of the female Ginkgo tree 
ripen in fall.  (photo: Nature-and-
Garden.com)



8. BT-3883.  Honey Locust (Gleditsia tricanthos) County Champion; 186 
pts.
Circumference 113 in; Height: 57ft; Spread: 65 ft.
Owner: Carroll County Visitor Center
Address: 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.575795 W76.992282
ADA Accessible

This tree is located within 20 ft of the sidewalk that parallels Locust St., about 40 ft.
downhill from the northwestern corner of the parking lot along Key St.
Presumably named for the sweet, edible pulp in its seed pods, the honey locust is 

most known for its thorns that are said to be as tough as nails, which developed to 
protect the tree from megafauna.  But there are cultivars that lack the thorns.  Honey
locust was historically popular in the dust bowl years because it prevented erosion.  
The honey locust is a
native species that can
spread aggressivly and is
very adaptable to
different types of
environments.

14

BT-3883 viewed from the parking lot uphill.



ht  tps://www.crittercollective.net/2015/02/12/honey-locust-tree-of-utility-and-  
pain/ 
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Bark with broad peeling ridges and 
clusters of stout 1-3 inch long thorns 
help identify the Honey Locust from 
other Locust species.

Carroll County Board of Education STEM 
Coordinator Bryan Shoemaker sizes up the 
Honey Locust at the Carroll County Visitor 
Center.

https://www.crittercollective.net/2015/02/12/honey-locust-tree-of-utility-and-pain/
https://www.crittercollective.net/2015/02/12/honey-locust-tree-of-utility-and-pain/
https://www.crittercollective.net/2015/02/12/honey-locust-tree-of-utility-and-pain/


9. BT-3884.  Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)- County Champion; 88 
pts.
Circumference 47”; height: 31’; crown: 38.5’
Owner: Carroll County Visitor Center
Address: 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.575142 W76.991880

Tree is located on the grounds of the old Westminster City Hall, now the Carroll 
County Visitor Center, on the northeast side of the Memorial Garden which is uphill 
from the building.  It is on the north side of a holly hedgerow, on the extreme east 
end, close to the intersection of Emerald Hill Lane and Longwell Ave., about 50 ft. in 
from the Longwell curb.
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County Champion Flowering Dogwood at the CC Visitor Center.  The white 4.5
ft. surveyor's rod leaning against the trunk is used to determine where to 
measure the trunk circumference and as a length scale in photographing.



Native Dogwoods are an understory tree, best known for the showy white flowers 
they display in the spring, small red berries and scarlet leaves in the fall.  Their range
extends over the entire eastern US, Ontario, south central US and Mexico.  Cultivars 
with pink to red flowers are often planted as ornamentals.  The bark on mature trees 
becomes corky and checkered into ~1 cm blocks.  The hard, shock-resistant wood is 
used to make pulleys, mallet heads, and jeweler's blocks.  Native Americans used the
roots to make red dye, and along with the bark, as a treatment for malaria.  
Anthracnose (fungus that affects emergent leaves in cool, wet weather) is causing a 
serious decline in Flowering Dogwoods throughout its range.
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The bark on the trunks of mature 
native Flowering Dogwoods takes
on a checkered appearance.

The distinctive leaf veins and their opposite 
growth on the twigs make dogwoods easy to 
identify. 

The large (3-4") white flowers of native 
dogwoods make a spectacular 
appearance in early spring. (Photo: 
Julie Makin, www.wildflower.org)



10. BT-1085.  Northern Pecan (Carya illinoinensis); 204 pts.
Circumference 116 in; Height 69 ft; Spread 77 ft.
Owner: City of Westminster 
Address: Dutterer Family Park, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.583479 W76.998057
ADA Accessible

Tree is on the west
side of Winters Lane, 10
ft. back from the
pavement and 5 ft. east
of a paved jogging path,
near a park bench.
There is no parking on
Winters Lane, so use
the parking lot off of
Monroe St. and walk
around the baseball
diamond just past the
foul line in the left
outfield.
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BT-1085 viewed from the baseball diamond's center outfield. 
(Photo: Joli McCathran)



The pecan is a large tree, often 70 ft., even taller in cultivation.  Pecans are the 
largest trees among the sub-group of hickories, which are all part of the family of 
walnuts.  Pecans are most familiar in the south, their native range being the south-
central US extending north into Iowa, Indiana, and Illinois.  Their compound leaves 
are about 16 inches long with 11-17 leaflets, each about 5 inches long, recurved 
(curving back toward the twig) and asymmetrical.  Pecans are one of the last trees to 
leaf out in the spring, and retain them late into the fall.  The bark of young trees is 
grayish brown and smooth.  Older, larger trees have bark with raggedy, thin scaly 
ridges.  They have been artificially crossed with several species of hickories for 
commercial nut production.  One tree can produce up to 1,000 pounds of nuts in one

season.  Native Americans used 
Carya illlinoinensis medicinally as a 
dermatological aid and as a remedy 
for tuberculosis.

19

Maryland Big Tree Program Chair John Bennett 
takes a short break from measurement duties. 
(Photo: Joli McCathran)



11. BT-3952.  Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata) - County Champion; 223 
pts.
Circumference 108.5 in; Height 99 ft; Spread 63 ft.
Owner: Hashawha Environmental Center (Carroll County Government)
Address: Hashawha Road, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.64895 W76.99682

Park at the Lake Hashawha parking lot. Take the Stream Trail (straight ahead with 
the lake on your right).  The trail will shortly
head downhill and begin to parallel Bear
Branch (on your left).  In about ½ mile from
when you left the parking lot, look for the #2
station creek crossing (an unmarked wooden
foot bridge).  Tree is located on the left side
of the trail as you start going uphill, about
100 ft. after crossing the creek.  Unlike most
Shagbark Hickories, this specimen's lower
bark is ridged and furrowed rather than
shaggy.  Further up the trunk it looks like
most mature examples look, with very
shaggy, long curling strips of bark.
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Baltimore County Big Tree Measurer 
Marc Lipnick "discovered" BT-3952 
while exploring the trails around the 
Bear Branch Nature Center.  (Photo: 
Wanda Dade)
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The bark of BT-3952 transitions from looking like the bark of a Pignut 
Hickory to that of a Shagbark Hickory above where it divides into multiple 
leaders.  That, and finding the large fruit on the ground around it revealed 
its true identity.



Shagbark Hickories have pinnately 
compound leaves with 5 leaflets 
(occasionally 7), each about 5" long, 
with the terminal leaflet the largest.  
The fruit are round and about 1 3/4" in 
diameter, with a thick husk. The edible, 
nutritious nuts within have a hard shell
about half that size and have 4 
longitudinal ribs.
There are many other, although smaller,
Shagbark Hickories located along the 
banks of Bear Branch in this area.
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Park in the first lot on the left of Hashawha Rd and follow the trail 
(dashed white line) to the Shagbark Hickory. (Google MapsTM)

Artwork, Missouri Department of 
Conservation: https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-
nature/field-guide/hickories



12. BT-2518. White Oak (Quercus alba) A Maryland Bicentennial Tree; 
294 pts.
Circumference 197 in; Height 74 ft; Spread 90 ft.
Owner: Immanuel Lutheran Church
Address: 3184 Church Street, Manchester
GPS Coordinates: N39.66125 W76.88261
ADA Accessible

From Main St. (MD 30) in Manchester, take York St. or Church St. two blocks. 
Immanuel Lutheran sits behind Trinity United Church of Christ if coming off of York 
St.  Park in the spaces around the back along Church St., which is where the tree is 
located.  You can't miss it.
Members of the Beech Family of trees, White Oaks are one of the most common 

deciduous trees in the Eastern Forests, although their numbers are declining, as are 
many oaks, due to a variety of causes.  White Oaks are distinguished by their short 
stalked, evenly lobed leaves with rounded points and absent the prickle that adorns 
the lobe points of the red oak family leaves. Their egg-shaped acorns often have a 
short stalk and vary from 3/8 to 1 1/4 inches long, about 25% enclosed by a shallow
cup with warty, finely hairy scales,. Unlike the acorns of red oaks, the meat is not as 
bitter, is edible to humans and prized by wildlife.  Those that don't get eaten sprout 
shortly after dropping in the fall to put down roots before growing above-ground 
stems the following spring.  The bark of young and small trees is a pale ashy gray, in 
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The Lutheran White Oak in winter. (Photo: 
Joli McCathran)

The Lutheran White Oak in summer. 
(Photo: Joli McCathran)



long strips that typically peel from one side. The bark on older and larger trunks 
forms long peeling ridges or small blocks.  Native Americans used tea brewed from 
White Oak bark medicinally to treat a number of ailments, including diarrhea, 
bleeding, excess mucus, and piles.
In 1758, the King of England granted four residents of Maryland (Jacob Schilling, 

Philip Idleman, Michael Born and Jacob Utz) a charter to start a church by this 
landmark White Oak in Manchester. From the Land Office in London, these four 
men, who like the other residents of the community, were of German descent, 
received a grant of 25 acres. Originally named the German Church, it was dedicated 
on February 12, 1760. It was a log structure, just east of the oak tree, and it was 
used by the congregation for 38 years. A second church was built in 1798 on the site 
of the first one, and a third in 1863. The present Immanuel Lutheran Church was 
built in 1915.  A public service was held April 25, 1976 at which time the Lutheran 
[White] Oak was named to the list of Maryland Bicentennial Trees.  The seal of the 
town of Manchester includes the tree along with the church steeple from nearby 
Trinity United Church of Christ. This tree, now thought to be at least 325 years old, 
and the steeple are considered to be the oldest objects in town today.  As a young tree
growing near the intersection of two important Indian trails, the tree stood witness to 
the daily lives of the Susquehannock Indians and later of the waves of immigrant 
settlers, as the first public road in Carroll County was built on one of those trails.  
The granite memorial stone located near this tree has a time capsule due to be 
opened in July 4, 2075. 
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B
ark of a young / small white 
oak tree.  (Photo: Peter Jenkins,
TreeInspection.com)

Bark of a large / older White Oak
tree.

Leaf photo credit:  Brandeis Univ.



Saucer Magnolias put on a beautiful display of showy flowers in the early Spring.

13. BT-3680.  Saucer Magnolia (Magnolia x soulangiana) - State 
Champion; 205 pts.
Circumference 149 in; Height: 41 ft; Spread: 62 ft.
Owner: Carroll County Parks and Recreation
Address: Leister Park, Black Rock Road, Hampstead
GPS Coordinates: N39.607262 W76.844985
ADA Accessible

This tree is located at the end of the entrance road into the park, between the 
pavilion and the walking path.
A non-native to North America, the Saucer Magnolia is the most commonly 

cultivated hybrid of Asian magnolias, for its spectacular showy flowers.  It is one of 
the wider spreading Magnolia trees, often spreading to 30 feet wide or more.  It is one
of the earliest blooming trees, blossoming in late winter and early spring prior to 
leafing out, taking on a white or pink color scheme.  The smooth bark is thin and 
easily damaged.  At maturity it averages 20-30 feet tall and needs partial to full sun 
exposure.
https://www.treehugger.com/saucer-magnolia-japanese-magnolia-tulip-tree-

4123122
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https://www.treehugger.com/saucer-magnolia-japanese-magnolia-tulip-tree-4123122
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These buds are ready to burst open any day.  This photo was taken on 
March 29, 2021.  Three days later, they were turning brown, damaged by 
a late frost before fully opening.

A close-up photo of the saucer magnolia bark 
with a few patches of lichen. 



14. BT-4008.  Chinese Elm (Ulmus parvifolia);  195 pts.
Circumference 128 in; Height 51 ft; Spread 64 ft.
Owner: Hampstead Lions Club
Address: Summit Street, Hampstead
GPS Coordinates: N39.60848 W76.84610

Tree is located just outside the fence of the southeast ball diamond of the upper 
level ball fields, close to the border with Leister Park and can be accessed from either 
park.  The trunk divides into two at 36 inches above ground level (AGL) with a deep 
hollow in between, then each promptly divides into multiple leaders.  The combined 
circumference was measured at the narrowest point, 26" AGL.  This tree is in good 
health, A few lower branches have been removed, but otherwise there is no visible 
deadwood or major wounds.  While not native to North America, the Chinese Elm is 
not considered invasive, and most examples in the U.S. are clones, that is, 
reproduced from cuttings.
These are from cultivars that
display multiple stems that
divide at low levels, as opposed

to

their native cousins in China
that typically have single stems. 
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BT-4008 located among the baseball fields of the 
Hampstead Lions Club Park, near the border with 
Leister Park.  Note that dogs are not permitted in the 
Lions Club Park, but they are in Leister Park.  Please 
clean up after your pets wherever you take them.

Take a close look at the 
unique bark that makes this 
species easy to identfy.  It 
reminds me of a jigsaw 
puzzle.



15. BT-3987.  Black Cherry (Prunus serotina);  239 pts.
Circumference 135 in; Height 86 ft; Spread 70 ft.
Owner: Hampstead Lions Club
Address: Summit Street, Hampstead
GPS Coordinates: N39.609032 W76.842985

Tree is located at the corner of the forested region in the southeast section of the 
Lions Club Community Park close to its border with Leister Park and can be accessed
from either park.  There are two large Black Cherries on the edge of the woods at this
location. One is right on the fence line that is engulfed in poison ivy on its south side,
facing Leister Park.  The larger of the two, BT-3987, is about 60' north of the fence 
line.  At 8' AGL it divides into 4 major leaders.  There is a fair amount of bark coming 
off of the lower trunk, and several large dead limbs in the crown, but still a 
significant amount of healthy wood.  Wild Black Cherries are very common in tthe 
Eastern U.S. and easy to identify even in winter, by their distinctive bark.  Young 
trees have smooth, dark gray bark with horizontal lenticles, which becomes scaly as 
it matures.  Black Cherry flowers are about 1/2" across bunched in 5" long terminal 
spikes, blooming in late Spring after leaves appear.  Dark red to purplish fruit ripens 
in late summer, and is about 1/3" in diameter and avidly consumed by birds.  Black 
Cherry wood is prized for making
furniture.
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16. BT-3679.  Northern Catalpa (Catalpa speciosa);  239 pts.
Circumference 155 in; Height 68 ft; Spread 65 ft.
BT-3882:  220 pts.  Circumference 139 in; Height 68 ft; Spread 51 ft.
Owner: Mt. Union Cemetery
Address: 1046-1124 Gorsuch Road, Westminster
GPS Coordinates: N39.60564 W76.909761
ADA Accessible

Pull off of Gorsuch Rd into the gravel driveway next to the cemetery to park.
Catalpas are often called Indian Bean or Cigar Tree for their long (10-14") slender 

bean pods, that often persist through winter. Their heart-shaped leaves are also very 
large (8"), with a long stalk.  The large white flowers with yellow and purple markings 
appear April-June.  Catalpas are uncommon in the wild, but commonly cultivated 
and widely naturalized beyond their native range to roadside and waste spaces.  
There are two native species of Catalpas, Northern (Catalpa speciosa) and Southern 
(Catalpa bignonioides), with a large overlapping range.  The Southern species has 
smaller, thinner-hulled beans and flowers.  Another method of differentiating 
Northern and Southern Catalpas, is that the leaves of Catalpa bignoniodes have an 
unpleasant odor when crushed, whereas speciosa leaves do not.
This plot of land was sold to the Trustees of the United Brethren in Christ Church 

Group.  The Mt. Union Church Building was built here in 1858. A new church was 
built following a tragic fire that was caused by a dropped oil lamp during an evening 
service circa 1912. In 1927 services at the Mt. Union Church were suspended as 
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Mount Union Cemetery Northern Catalpas along Gorsuch Road.



most of the members became active within the Greenmount United Brethren Church.
In 1933 Dick Spencer paid $206 for the rights to the materials of the church 
building. Mr. Spencer then reused the material from the church to build a home for a
Mr. Fred Byers, whose home is located on the Old Manchester Road, located just 
outside of Westminster.
It is not known when these trees were planted, but it was likely when either the first

or second church was built.  There are three Northern Catalpas in close proximity at 
this site.  The largest, and easternmost of the three last appeared to be under stress 
and losing many leaves early in the growing season.  There is a large stump next to 
the small shed close to the road that presumably was a fourth specimen.
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Catalpas are most easily recognized by their long (~14"), bean-like 
seed pods and large (8") heart-shaped leaves.
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